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“oS 966 Worthington Ridge 
» 1778 


Elishama Brandegee Jr. (1784-1854) merchant, 
, selectman & Emily Stocking (1792-1833) 


Colonial 


Used by Merricourt School and later St James 
School 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Elishama Brandegee, Jr. House, 966 Worthington Ridge. A well-preserved 
center hall house with attached barns. Twin chimneys opened up space for a front 
to rear entry hall admitting more natural light and allowing for better ventilation. 
In the 20" century it was became a private school known as Merricourt and later 


St. James School, a private school for boys. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 009 
1811 Brandegee current owner: F.A. Brandegee } 
Worthington Ridge, west side facing east 
Wood building, peak roof, 2 end brick chimneys, two 
stories and a half, 9 window front, paired 2/2, 5 on 
gable end, cut stone foundation. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1811 Daniel Dunbar current owner: Mrs. Nelson Minor Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 212 


1778  Elishama Brandegee Jr current owner: Donald Rossetti 


Historically, the house is significant for its association with the 
locally prominent Brandegee family. Thought by some to have been 
built by sea captain Elishama Brandegee Sr., it was more probably 
constructed about 1812 by his son Elishama Jr., a prosperous merchant. 
In the 20th century, it was occupied by St. James School, a private 


<etch 
school for boys. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1790 ~—current owner: Frank & Suzanne Ciarcia 


Elishama Brandegee Jr (1784-1854) son of Elishama Brandegee & Lucy Plumb, 
merchant, selectman. In 1811 he married Emily Stocking (1792-1833) daughter of 
Jobez Stocking & Anna Sheldon. They had children: Camilius, Sarah, Julia, Henry, 
Elishama, John. In 1835 he married 2"? Anna Mygatt (1798-1838). 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 
The Elishama Brandegee Jr. House has a five-bay facade with a central 
entry. The entry has much later fabric; it features sidelights, 
plain pilasters, and a plain lintel with a simple molded cap. First- 
floor windows have simple molded caps on all principal elevations 
and are fitted with sash featuring border-pane uppers; second-floor 
windows are fitted with 2-over-2. Facade windows are paired and offset 
towards the corners of the building. The boxed cornice is over a wide 
plain frieze with applied circular bosses. The right elevation has a 
flat-roofed second-floor oriel window; the left has a bracketed bay 
window with a paneled base. Both gable ends have decorative Victorian 
shingles in a modified fishscale pattern. To the rear is an old, 
perhaps original, two-story cross-gabled extension. 
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Architecturally, the Elishama Brandegee Jr. House is significant as 
a well-preserved central-hall house. Plain central-hall houses such as 
this share many characteristics with the central-chimney houses of 
early New England, including massive stone and brick chimneys, hewn 
timber framing, and ridge-parallel orientations. However, their twin 
chimneys opened up space for a front-to-rear hall which admitted more 
natural light and allowed for better ventilation. Central-hall houses 
retained some popularity until the advent of the Greek Revival style 
in the 1820s. The building's early origins are shown not only by the 
lack of stylistic embellishment, but also by the paired offset win- 
dows. The frieze, shingles, oriel window, and bracketed bay window 
are Victorian alterations, now valuable in their own right. 
(continued) 


1869 Atlas 
Berlin Land Records 31:358 (1859) 
Interview, Mrs. Myers, Berlin Free Library 2: 


North, pp. 202,205 


Elishama Brandegee Jr. House 


19. (continued) : 


Historically, the house is significant for its association with the 
locally prominent Brandegee family. Thought by some to have been 
built by sea captain Elishama Brandegee Sr., it was more probably 
constructed about 1812 by his son Elishama Jr., a prosperous merchant. 
In the 20th century, it was occupied by St. James School, a private 
school for boys. 


